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daily and hourly operation the conditions
which had existed over the whole world in
past ice-ages ; to biologists it might be of
paramount importance in view of the signi-
ficance which attaches to the life of the sea
in the evolutionary problem ; to meteoro-
logists it was becoming plain that this polar
continent in all probability influenced the
weather conditions of the whole Southern
Hemisphere ; to magnetism the importance
of the unexplored continent was only equalled
by the mystery in which the whole subject
was shrouded.

And it was to study all these different
scientific problems that, in the first year of
the new century, the great British Antarctic
Expedition set out for the South.

(ii) THE * DISCO VERY9

The British Antarctic Expedition, better
known as the ' Discovery Expedition' from
the name of the ship which carried it, owed
its existence largely to the persistence of one
man. Sir Clements Markham had decided
many years earlier that a great British ex-
pedition should be sent to the Antarctic, but
it was not until 1893, when he was elected
to the Presidency of the Royal Geographical
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